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Course Description

The Forensic Science curriculum is designed to build upon science concepts and to apply science to the investigation of crime scenes. Students will learn the scientific protocols for analyzing a crime scene, how to use chemical and physical separation methods to isolate and identify materials, how to analyze biological evidence and the criminal use of tools, including impressions from firearms, tool marks, arson, and explosive evidence. Forensic science encompasses several sub-fields of biology, chemistry, physics, and crime science investigation (CSI). These sub-fields include genetics, toxicology, entomology, ballistics, pathology, computer forensics, and fire, debris and trace evidence. This course focuses on problem solving within an interdisciplinary scientific, and relevant context.
Curriculum Overview 

The following academic concepts will be covered. THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
	Topic
	Chapter(s)
	Duration

	Introduction to Forensic Science and Law
	1
	2 weeks

	Evidence
	2
	1 week

	Crime Scene
	3
	2 weeks

	Fingerprints
	4
	2 weeks

	Hair & Fibers
	5 and 6
	1 week

	Drugs and Toxicology
	
	2 weeks

	Death Investigation
	
	2 weeks

	Trace Evidence
	
	1 week

	Blood
	
	2 weeks

	DNA
	
	3 weeks

	Arson/Explosives
	
	1 week

	Anthropology
	
	2 weeks

	Soil and Entomology
	
	2 weeks

	Document/Handwriting Analysis
	
	2 weeks


BOARD-APPROVED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

	Title


	

	ISBN


	

	Replacement Cost
	Current Value


GPS Standards:

http://www.georgiastandards.org/science.aspx
Go to “Grades 9-12, Forensic Science Standards”
GRADING SYSTEM: The DeKalb County School District believes that the most important assessment of student learning shall be conducted by the teachers as they observe and evaluate students in the context of ongoing classroom instruction. A variety of approaches, methodologies, and resources shall be used to deliver educational services and to maximize each student’s opportunity to succeed. Teachers shall evaluate student progress, report grades that represent the student’s academic achievement, and communicate official academic progress to students and parents in a timely manner through the electronic grading portal. See Board Policy IHA.
	GRADING CATEGORIES
	*GRADE PROTOCOL

	Formative Assessment (Pre-Assessment) – 0%

· Formal or Informal Pre-Assessments
Assessment During Learning – 25%

· Warm-ups/sponges

· Closing Materials

· Daily Classroom discussions

· Quiz 

Guided, Independent, or Group Practice – 45%

· Class work
· Class Participation 
· Homework

· Labs

· Notebook Checks

· Minor projects

Summative Assessment or Assessment of Learning– 30%

· Mid-Semester Exam

· Final Exam

· Post-SLO

· EIC Project

· Unit Tests / Chapter Tests/ Major Projects Minimum of 5 per semester
	A
90 – 100                               ~P (pass)
B
80 – 89                                 ~F (fail)                
C
71 – 79 
D
70 
F
Below 70


Notes:  

*English Learners (ELs) must not receive numerical or letter grades for the core content areas in elementary and middle school during their first year of language development. A grade of CS or CU must be assigned. This rule may be extended beyond the first year with approval from the EL Studies Program. English Learners must receive a grade for ESOL courses.

~Elementary schools will utilize P (pass) and F (fail) in Health/Physical Education, Music, World Languages, Visual Arts and Performing Arts. 

Late Assignment Policy:

Projects/Labs/Homework

Students will have 3 opportunities to submit late homework assignments.

Students who fail to submit their homework assignment(s) on the designated date by the individual instructor will receive a point deduction as follows out of a possible maximum of 100.

Late Day 1
11 points
89 is the total possible points a student may earn

Late Day 2
20 points
80 is the total possible points a student may earn

Late Day 3
25 points
75 is the total possible points a student may earn

The late assignment policy does not apply to assignments with more than three days completion deadline.

Cheating/Plagiarism Policy

DO NOT CHEAT: If you study, do your homework, and attend tutorials, you will be successful. If you feel overwhelmed, see me for help, but do not cheat. Plagiarism or any form of academic dishonesty is grounds for a non-negotiable zero on any assignment, test or project. Students should not share answers on any assignment, test, or project unless they are directly instructed to do so. 

· Plagiarism = stealing words or ideas without attribution. 

· Plagiarism includes paraphrasing another essay. 

Academic Dishonesty:
Cheating on a test, quiz, or assignment is considered to be a serious breach of conduct. In order to acclimate students to existing stringent standardized testing protocols and to protect the integrity of each testing environment, cell phones are STRICTLY PROHIBITED from visibility during ANY assessment/exam. Visible cell phones during an assessment/exam will constitute a breach of testing security and the offending student will receive a zero on the assessment/exam, an administrative referral (for documentation purposes), parents will be notified, and they will not be allowed to make up or re-take the assessment/exam. Upon acquiring three administrative referrals, a referral will be made to the Academic Committee which may lead to dismissal from Arabia Mountain High School. 

Actions considered to constitute cheating include, but are not limited to: using unauthorized materials in a test situation, receiving or knowingly giving information regarding a test before and during the test, turning in work for credit which is not one’s own, and plagiarism. (See Signature Page)
	DISTRICT EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS

	STUDENT PROGRESS
	Semester progress reports shall be issued four and a half, nine and thirteen and a half weeks into each semester.  The progress of students shall be evaluated frequently and plans shall be generated to remediate deficiencies as they are discovered. Plans shall include appropriate interventions designed to meet the needs of the students. See Board Policy IH.

	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
	Students will not engage in an act of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating, providing false information, falsifying school records, forging signatures, or using an unauthorized computer user ID or password. See the Code of Student Conduct - Student Rights and Responsibilities and Character Development Handbook.

	HOMEWORK
	Homework assignments should be meaningful and should be an application or adaptation of a classroom experience.  Homework is at all times an extension of the teaching/learning experience.  It should be considered the possession of the student and should be collected, evaluated and returned to the students. See Board Policy IHB.

	MAKE-UP WORK 
DUE TO ABSENCES
	When a student is absent because of a legal reason as defined by Georgia law or when the absence is apparently beyond the control of the student, the student shall be given an opportunity to earn grade(s) for those days absent. Make-up work must be completed within the designated time allotted. See Board Policy IHEA.

	SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS

	CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
	In Class:

· Come to class every day (see attendance policy)

· Be in seats prepared to work when the bell rights

· Prepare to leave only when notified it is time to do so

· Bring Materials to class every day (notebook, paper, pen, pencil, text, lab notebook)

· Give your best effort and your full attention to all activities

· Notify the teacher of any distractions, illness, or issues in a prompt and appropriate manner.

· Ask questions until you are sure you understand.  Ask for help if you need it.

· Follow all instructions and directions

· Take good notes

· Behave in a respectful, appropriate manner at all times.

· Follow all rules and procedures as stated in the handbook.

Outside of class:

· Complete ALL assignments and turn them in by the due date.

· Read the assigned text, you may be asked to explain what you read or be quizzed the next day.

· Use other resources such as the internet or the library to clarify topics and quiz yourself.

· Write down questions you have to ask in class the next day.

· Study approximately 45 minutes per night for this subject.  If you do not have a specific assignment, read the text, review your notes, practice the problems in the chapter, review other resources, and think about the lab activities or other projects. 

· Do your own work and never copy answers.  Copying in any form is considered plagiarism.  See handbook.



	MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES
	· Composition Notebook

· Post-It Sticky Tabs

· Flash Drive

· Pens (Black or Blue)

· Pencils (w/ personal sharpener)

· Notecards

· Highlighter

· Scientific/Graphing Calculator (w/ trig functions)



	REASESSMENT/RETEST POLICY 
	The goal of any assessment is to assess the level of mastery on a set of performance standards. Often, students perform on some assessments better than others. Therefore, at the discretion of the teacher or the subject area team, reassessment may be used as a learning opportunity and as a way for the student to demonstrate growth. The teacher or subject area team may allow one (1) reassessment or retest within the same 4.5 week grading period as the original assessment. The reassessment score will be averaged with the initial assessment score.

	EXTRA HELP

	Tutorials are held on Tuesdays from 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm

	PARENTS AS PARTNERS


	Parents are encouraged to track student progress and success on the parent portal site for infinite Campus.  Additionally, parents my contact Ms. Griffin via e-mail with any concerns or questions.


*The teacher reserves the right to amend this syllabus to better serve students’ academic needs. *
Parents:
Your student has enrolled in Forensic Science here at Arabia Mountain High School. We will be covering a wide range of topics, and may not go into great detail about some of the topics. Due to the nature of the course, there may be some instances where the topics discussed are more graphic than in other courses. If you feel that you or your student might have a problem with any potential topics, please contact me to discuss possible solutions. Students will have a few major projects in which they will be writing, reading, and researching. I am very interested in the success of your student. I would appreciate your help in ensuring your child has a great year by: 1) encouraging your student 2) setting, distraction free study times 3) teacher communication -- as necessary. Again, feel free to contact me via e-mail, or contact the school counseling department to set up a conference. Likewise, I will contact you should I feel it is necessary.

Sincerely,
Franklin D. Polite Jr. 
PLEASE SIGN BELOW AND RETURN

I __________________________________________________________, have read and understood all components of the Forensic 
Science syllabus.

Student Signature___________________________________________________________ Date_____________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________ Date_____________________________
Additional information to support continued contact:

	Information
	Parent/Guardian

	Day Time Phone Number
	

	Cellular Phone Number
	

	Home Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


Arabia Mountain High School 

Academic Dishonesty Policy

Cheating on a test, quiz, or assignment is considered to be a serious breach of conduct. In order to acclimate students to existing stringent standardized testing protocols and to protect the integrity of each testing environment, cell phones are STRICTLY PROHIBITED from visibility during ANY assessment/exam. Visible cell phones during an assessment/exam will constitute a breach of testing security and the offending student will receive a zero on the assessment/exam, an administrative referral (for documentation purposes), parents will be notified, and they will not be allowed to make up or re-take the assessment/exam. Upon acquiring three administrative referrals, a referral will be made to the Academic Committee which may lead to dismissal from Arabia Mountain High School. 

Actions considered to constitute cheating include, but are not limited to: using unauthorized materials in a test situation, receiving or knowingly giving information regarding a test before and during the test, turning in work for credit which is not one’s own, and plagiarism. 

I have read and understand the expectations and the Academic Dishonesty policy set forth for Forensic Science at Arabia Mountain High School.

Student’s Name ____________________________________________________________

                                                (Please Print)

Student’s Class Period __________________

Student Signature___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________

Date_____________________________    

